lkon Doctrine Class
EFCA Statement of Faith, Article 7

The Church
We believe that the true church comprises all who have been justified by God's grace through faith alone
in Christ alone. They are united by the Holy Spirit in the body of Christ, of which He is the Head.

The true church is manifest in local churches, whose membership should be composed only of believers.
The Lord Jesus mandated two ordinances, baptism and the Lord’s Supper, which visibly and tangibly
express the gospel. Though they are not the means of salvation, when celebrated by the church in
genuine faith, these ordinances confirm and nourish the believer.

True Church

A. We believe the true church (Matt. 16:18; 1 Cor. 12:28; Eph. 4:4-6; 5:25; Heb. 12:28)
comprises ___ who have been justified by God’s grace through faith alone in Christ alone
(Ps. 103:12; Isa. 44:22; Jn. 3:16; Acts 16:31; Rom. 3:20-28; 4:3; 5:1, 21; 8:1, 30, 33-34;

10:4, 9; 2 Cor. 5:21; Gal. 2:16; Eph. 2:8-9; Phil. 3:9; Tit. 3:7; Heb. 10:14).

® True church
¢ All who have been justified by God'’s grace through faith alone in Christ alone

Headship of Christ

B. We believe all who have been justified by God’s grace through faith alone in Christ alone are
by the Holy Spirit in the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:12-27), of which He is the
Head (Eph. 1:22-23; 4:15-16; Col. 1:18; 2:19).

¢ United by the Holy Spirit in the body of Christ

e Christ is the Head



Local Church

C. We believe the true church is manifest in churches (Acts 9:31; 20:28-30;
Rom. 16:5; 1 Cor. 1:2; 16:19; 2 Cor. 1:1; 1 Thess. 1:1; Philem. 1-2), whose membership
should be composed of believers (Matt. 18:15-20; Acts 2:41, 47; 14:23; 20:7; 1
Cor.1:2,9;11:20; 12:13; 14:40; 16:1-2; 1 Tim. 3:1-13; 5:9; Tit. 1:5-9; Heb. 10:25).

® True church is manifest in local churches
¢ Membership should be composed only of believers
Ordinances

D. We believe the Lord Jesus mandated two ordinances, baptism (Matt. 28:18-20; Rom. 6:3-4;
Col. 2:12) and the Lord’s Supper (Matt. 26:26-29; Mk. 14:22-25; Lk. 22:15-20;
1 Cor. 11:23-26), which visibly and tangibly express the

¢ The Lord Jesus mandated two ordinances
¢ Baptism and the Lord’s Supper
¢ Visibly and tangibly express the gospel

E. We believe that though baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the means of salvation,
when celebrated by the church in genuine faith, these ordinances confirm and nourish the

believer (Jn. 6:55-56; Acts 2:38; 8:39; 16:34; 1 Cor.10:16; 11:29-30; Col. 2:12).

¢ Not the means of salvation
¢ Celebrated by the church in genuine faith

¢ Confirm and nourish the believer



